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The Living Building Challenge (LBC) is widely considered
as the world’s most rigorous green building framework,
born in the United States over a decade ago, and now
used across the globe.
The LBC comprises of 7 sections, referred to as “Petals”,
which can be implemented in part or in full by project
owners. With an intention of giving back more to
the environment than they take, previous projects
across the globe which have undertaken and obtained 7
Petal Living Building Challenge Certification include
educational centres, commercial
offices, residential developments and multi-purpose
spaces.
In a world first, Fraser’s Property Australia led by
Melbourne’s NH Architecture have designed
the Burwood Brickworks Shopping Centre which is
striving for full Living Building Challenge certification –
something not previously sought by a shopping
centre globally.
Although some Petals are being undertaken solely by
the Client; namely Place, Equity and Beauty, Hacer
Group have been engaged by Fraser’s Property
Australia since early 2017 to provide building knowledge
and support for several Living Building
Challenge objectives, namely the Water Petal, Energy
Petal, Health & Happiness Petal and Materials Petal.
As mandated by the Living Building Challenge, over 20
families of chemicals must not be used in the
project, unless unavoidable, as mandated by
the Materials Petal.
Furthermore, this Petal strictly requires all timber used
on throughout the project to be FSC certified or
salvaged, with all waste generated throughout
construction phase needing to adhere to
strict landfill diversion targets.
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Hacer Group has been heavily involved with the Materials Petal throughout the construction phase,
accounting for every ingredient within each product that is installed or applied on site as part of Base
Build works, sourcing salvaged materials that can be featured in various areas of the building and
managing the waste that activities on site create to ensure the vast majority is reused or recycled.
Hacer Group has been pivotal in understanding where materials come from, what is in them, how they
are put together, the impacts on indoor environmental quality, and how they may be taken apart at endof-life.
Throughout our near 3-year involvement in the project Hacer Group has provided on-going support and
assistance to Fraser’s Property Australia to meet the requirements set out in the Water Petal, Energy
Petal and Health & Happiness Petal through liaising with authorities, managing power requirements,
and researching relevant Australian standards.
As part of the Hacer Group’s works to meet these Petal requirements a waste water treatment plant has
been installed, in excess of 3,000 solar panels (more than 1 megawatt) connected, and design input
to the building’s envelope made to provide access to fresh air, daylight, and views for future occupants.
With the cooperation of our subcontractor team, Hacer Group have been exposed to and provided
solutions for scenarios not typically undertaken by projects that are not undertaking the Living Building
Challenge, in an attempt to achieve this world-first.

